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Bob Comey worked as a wood patternmaker for The Steedl Company of
Canada before obtaining a teaching certificate. He taught for both the
Widlington Board of Education and the Ped Board of Education. Bob is
now a part time ingructor a OISE/UT in the Initid Certification Program
for Technological Studies. Norm Dae worked as a congtruction eectrician
for ten years before becoming a teacher. He ended his career as Consultant
for Technological Education for the York Board of Educetion. Both authors
are now retired.

Inventeering opens with a statement of the authors assumptions that
many eementary teachers need assstance in meeting the technology re-
quirements of the new Ontario Curriculum since they lack training and
ills in the area of technology. The authors are aware of crowding of
curriculum and demands on teachers time for implementing new things.
This legitimate concern is met by the fact that they take some time to show
how technology can enhance and support the teaching and learning in other
curriculum aress.

Section one of the book provides an overview of Design as a Process
and some of the congderations in teaching process. Sections two through
five provide needed information on tools, materias, and safety. The safety
aspect is gppropriately and well emphasized in Bob and Norm'’s book.
While experienced science and technology teachers will be familiar with
this areq, the target audience (generd teachers incorporating and teaching
technology for the first time) will welcome information in the area of safety.
Section gx briefly, and with effective diagrams, explains the use of a
number of tools and congtruction techniques. Throughout the book the line
drawings used as illugtrations are both clear and serve well as aids in under-
ganding the text.
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In section eght, the authors review ample machines including levers,
whed and axles, and gears and cams. Section nine follows with a brief
discusson of energy and control systems. Badic ectricity and hydraulics
are covered. At this point, in this easly read and understandable book, the
teacher has enough background information to work with students in the
desgn and meking of some ample devices fulfilling the teaching of tech-
nology requiremen.

A most welcome section is nine, which provides a number of gp-
proaches to assessment of student progress in the technology area. The
range varies from checklists to detailed rubrics for evauating both the
product and the process. Included are methods for evaluating a student’s
participation and contributions to the group’s effort and product. This
section ends the firgt haf of the book, which provides background informa:
tion, theory and rationae for teaching technology and the approaches
suggested.

The remainder of the book provides specific chdlenges for students in
technology grouped by grade level and matched to areas of the Ontario
curriculum. The authors provide activities with clear directions and dia-
grams that help explain the steps and techniques. Clearly, the authors took
into account the needs of children, as the activities for younger grades are
more teacher directed and those for older children alow for more crestivity
as children gain knowledge of tools, materids and congtruction techniques.
However, the activities are not so rigid that teachers cannot improvise and
modify according to their strengths and those of ther students. Included are
sample letters to send to parents to help collect materias needed. Through-
out Inventeering, safety is emphasized, as is the fact that there may be more
than one solution to a problem.

At the end of the book several Internet resources are provided as well as
a three page ligt of books containing ideas on making things. An additiona
four page ligt of books useful in the classroom is included. Inventeering is a
book that would be a good addition to any school’s or any teacher’s profes-
sond library collection.
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