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Creating Desktop Presentations with Astound
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System Information and Requirements
Astound ™
Gold disk Inc
P.O.Box 789, Streetsville
Mississauga, Ontario. Canada. L5M 2C2
Customer Service (416) 602-4000
Tech Support Phone: (416) 602-0395
Tech Support Fax:  (416) 602-0393

System Requirements:

Meacintosh Plus or later, 68020 or faster recommended

2 MB minimum but 4 MB of RAM memory or more is recommended)
At leest 40MB hard disk drive (although larger drives are recom-
mended)

System 6.0.8 , but system 7 or later recommended

e QuickTime™, version 15 or later

Program Description

Astound is a desktop presentation production package. With this soft-
ware, the user can prepare transparencies, presenter notes and attendee
handouts. The tools available for this purpose include a full text editor,
spelling checker, drawingtools, agraphingutility, didesorterand anoutliner.
Graphics created with other applications and stored as PICT, TIFF, and EPS
files can be imported and incorporated into any presentation. Similarly,
QuickTimeclips, Gold Disk's own animation sequences, AlF and SND sound
files, can beplaced anywherein thedides produced by thisprogram. With the
appropriate file management and the runtime player programs included in
this package, presentations created on aM acintosh platform can bedisplayed
on aMS-DOS platform but not revised .
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Program Installation

The installation instructions are brief and to the point. To get started,
insert Disk 1 of Astound program into thefloppy disk drive, double-click onthe
Astound Installation icon, click on the startup screen, approve the hard drive
selected for installation and enter your name on the registration card. After
inserting and removing nine high density floppy disks at appropriate screen
prompts, installation will be complete. The Astound folder placed on the hard
drive now contains the main program, adictionary, Windows and Macintosh
players, and a copious number of templates, sound files, clip-art files, fonts,
backgrounds, animationsandtutorial supportfiles. Intotal, thereareover 700
files that require about 26 MB of storage space on the hard drive.

Basic Functions

The outliner, one of the most powerful and often overlooked features of any
presentation program, is extremely useful because of the ease with which a
presenter can organize and reorganizethe main points of the presentation. In
Astound any text that is entered into the outliner gppears on the transparen-
ciesastitlesor bulleted points. Onceentered, thetext can beedited, formatted
and revised for display purposeswithout ever havingtoleavethe OutlineView
mode.

Sides can be created with or without the use of background templates.
Templates (master dides) areprovided for 9" black & white screens, 13" color
screens, 35mm dides, overheads and powerbooks. The use of a master
background ishighly recommended because of what it addsto the cohesiveness
and unity of any presentation. A standard set of graphicstoolsfor drawingand
fillingsquares, circlesand odd shaped figuresisaso part of the main package.
Editing clip-art or other formsof graphicshowever, still hasto bedoneoutside
Astound program. However, agood library of clip-art imageshasbeen provided
to assist the presenter in illustrating the topic being presented. If graphsand
charts are required, data can be entered directly into the data sheet or
imported from Excel or Lotus 1-2-3 compatible spreadsheets

A battery of specid effects has aso been provided to help add variety and
vary the pace of the presentation. For example, bulleted text items can be
dissolved or "flown" onto the screen, one at atime, until the entire screen has
been built up to the desired level. Specid transition effects such as wipes or
fades can dso be invoked when changing from transparency to transparency.

The inclusion of animation and multimedia capabilities is new. The
animation feature usesactors. By definition, an actor, isredly aseriesof still
pictures, which when presented in rapid succession, crestes the illusion of
motion on thescreeni.e.. animation. Actors may be inanimate objects such as
arrows or animate objects such as peoplewho "wak" about on the screen and
jpoint to captionsor objectsin the screen in order to draw theviewers attention
totheir specific details. Graphs and charts may aso be animated asthey are
displayed on the screen. Assuming the sound has aready been digitized,
adding sound clips to the dlide is as simple as clicking on the add sound icon,
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sel ectingthesound file to be used and clicking on the "add sound"button. Then,
when the didefirst appears on the screen, the sound file will be activated and
the sound will be played back. Finaly, any object on the screen or sound file
associated with the screen can be controlled by interactive buttons. Buttons
may aso be used to help the presenter navigate through the presentation.
To print the handouts, presenter notes and content outlinesisamatter of
callinguptheprint function, and sdect the appropriateicon. For handoutsthe
user is offered achoice of printing 2, 3, 4, 5, or 6 thumbnails per page. Space
for attendeenotescanbemade. Presenter notesa so contain aminiatureofthe
dide and space for the notes on the bottom half of the page. Outlines may be
printed in either main heading form or main headings complete with all sub-
headings. Thepresentati on candsobeprintedto 35mm didesif theequi pment
isavailable. Ifitisnot, thefiles may be sent to ajobber, printed, and returned
to the user as 2x2 projection trangparencies. This is a nice feature both for
backup purposes or for when presentations are given where the presenter is
not surethat acomputer L CD tabl et or other projection devicewill beavailable.

Documentation

The Astound documentation iswell laid out and essy to follow. For those
userswho don't want to read theentiremain manual , thereisaquick and easy
"Getting Started” tutorial which quickly orientsthe user to the most often used
features of the program. Appropriate disk files have dso been included in the
tutoria so that if something doesn't work right the first time, the user is not
frustrated by having to complete one section accurately before being able to
proceed to the next lesson. While the table of contents does not include page
numbersfor chapters, theindex makesup for thisdeficiency by usingcommon
terminology and direct reference to page numbers. Both manuals are richly
illustrated with screen displays to hel p the novice user remain oriented within
the program.

While the main user's guide and the getting started manual focus on the
technical or operational aspects of creating dides, a dim 8 page guide on
creating dynamic presentations has aso been included with the documenta-
tion. It isfull of suggestions for selecting content, screen layout, emphasis
techniques and color selection. Novice users who take advantage of these
production recommendations will avoid many of the common, visua pitfalls
often associated with the use of transparency display devices.

Observations and Recommendations

Thisprogramislarge (1.8 meg) powerful, and versatile. Userscan create
professional looking presentations quickly and easily. Its import capabilities
alow datafrom spreadsheets, QuickTimeclips, TIFF and PICT graphics and
AlIF and SND sound filesto be incorporated into the presentation. Slidesfrom
Astound files can dso be exported as PICT filesand QuickTimeclips. Anima-
tion and interactive capabilities have been added to an already fine st of text
editing and drawing tools. Over time the existing libraries (20 meg) of sound
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files, clip art and animations can be enhanced by purchasing commercialy
available products or producing locally prepared resources.

If thereisone drawback to using thisprogram, it is gpeed. Even with the
heap size st to 10 meg and running on an Quadra 840AV Mac, it takes a
significant amount of time for complex dides to be displayed and to change.
With dower machinesthat havelessmemory, thisapparent lack of speed could
be alimiting factor. To maximize performance, the documentation suggests
that users should limit themselves to a few objects per dide, keep object
transitions consistent, and keep object exit animationsto aminimum. Speed
of operation, ontheother hand, hasbebebal anced agai nst versatility and ease
of use. Given achoice between afast, user hostile environment and a dower,
user friendly environment, user friendliness would win out over operational
goeed. As newer, faster machines such as the PowerPC come to market,
concern for operational speed will becomelessand less

The ability to convert Microsoft PowerPoint and Aldus Persuasion files to
Astound files is valuable in the sense that much of the investment made in
creating the original presentations can be recaptured. It only takes about 2
minutesto convert ten PowerPoint didesto Astound dides. However, indoing
0, only the text and graphics transfer. Transitions and specid effectsin the
PowerPoint presentation are lost. While not yet tested, the cross platform
capabilities of being able to author Astound presentations on the Mac and
present on MS-DOS equipment isintriguing. PowerPoint hasthisoption and
ssems to go both ways quite seemlesdy.

Given the wide variety of equipment found in most educational institu-
tions, softwaredevel opersshoul d be encouraged to continuebuildingthiskind
of capability into al programs. Rapid changes in hardware and operating
systems make cross platform and upward compatibility of programs like
Astound avaluable asst. On the surface hardware and software costs may
sem to be expendive, but when considered on a more long term view, these
cods are often small when compared to the investment of time and labor made
by the presenter to create any format of presentation support media. Toolslike
Astound can do much to facilitate the organization, production and presenta-
tion of high quality instruction.
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